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Translation of Devi Priya’s Gali Rangu from his collection of poems

“Gali Rangu”
Dr. K. Padmaja
Professor of English

Dept. of English
Gaali Rangu=The Hue of Air

Prophets will run away

dreamers will climb crucifixes

tyrants will hide behind sacrifices for refuge

the bloodsuckers will roam with bouquets in hands
some others will hide the dream of race

in the burrows of banyan trees beyond seas

red lotuses will bloom in the ponds of labour

modern Ambedkars too will move in procession without getting the folds of their

shirts disturbed

pesticide deaths

rebellious paths of aborigines

burning forests

smouldering mountain ranges

will never appear to the eyes of the slogans of modern Indian construction

poverty stricken India Suffers a hellish struggle
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between the stages and submissions and

between questions and answers

Ramlila maidan alone gains central focus in the National live streams
Kashmir, Kalahandi,

Vidarbha, Telangana, Arunachal, Assam-

all these roam outside the premises of our thoughts

civilization of Nagas gets popularized as madness of an uncivilized weapon
you and I stand helplessly

he and she stand helplessly

the sky and the earth stand helplessly

I can imagine the hue of air but

the coming tomorrow’s shape is not coming to my sight
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WHERE DO YOU HURRY?

Teacher! Teacher !

Where do you hurry?

Sir, I hurry to the class.

Teacher! Teacher!

Why do you hurry?

Because I have a class now.
Teacher! Teacher!

Why do you hurry to the class?
Sir, [ do my job there

Teacher! Teacher!

Don't you have anywhere else to go?
I have nowhere else to go.
Teacher! Teacher!

Why is it the only place?

Sir, you know, it is my world.
Teacher! Teacher!

What do you find there?

There I see admiring eyes.

There I see the hope of my nation.
Teacher! Teacher!

What do you do there?

There I mould future men and women.
There I become a tool.

Teacher! Teacher!

Mr. K. Chandrasekhar

Lecturer in English
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What do you do more?

Sir, there I evolve

I make my future self.

Teacher! Teacher!

Where are you coming from?

I am coming from the class.
Teacher! Teacher!

Why do you drag your feet?
Why don’t you hurry to rest?

Sir, I carry the class in my mind
I have left something unfinished.
Teacher! Teacher!

Don’t you have a tomorrow?
Tomorrow, Tomorrow, Tomorrow.
Yeah. There are tomorrows.

I don’t know how many I have.
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To son, with love

Son,
Forget the secret ingredient,
your demand is to be the fittest

And mother’s love is not a super food.

Ignore the beckoning bed,
your duty is to scale dizzy heights,
And Father’s lap is not the ladder

Close the secret chamber,
Your engagement is with success,

And bedtime stories are not great motivators.

Avoid the tender nursing,
Your race to win,

And sickness is beyond discipline.

Block your memory lane
Your appraisal is to build credit scores,

And the fragrance of memories is a barricade

Stop the Blue bird in your heart
You are born to be the strongest

And weeping is weakness.

Don’t dare to live life to the fullest
Your purpose is to exist

And the question is not about livin

Dr. N. Santhi Sri Devi

Lecturer in English
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I know you...... (A Poem)

Dr. GANTA SRINIVASULU

Lecturer in English

[ am your Mom, I know what you are
You may feel that Supreme you are
But I know everything of you,

Every shade of you.

I know you since your inception

I know you since you started seeing the world
I know you since you started moving

I know you since you started talking

Because [ am your mom.

I am the source of your existence

[ am the creator of yourself

[ am your first teacher

[ am your nurse, well wisher and selfless lover

I taught you how to think and perceive the world
But now,

You seem to be rebellious, careless

Ignoring your mom and her experience

Ignoring her wisdom and counsels

Thinking that your mom belongs to old generation,
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Thinking yourself that you are modern and updated

But one day

You will come to know that you are wrong

You will come to know that you fail to understand
the greatness of your mom and her selfless sacrifices
for your growth and prosperity.

Mom is mom, No substitute for mom in the world.

Don’t ignore her
Don’t neglect her
Don’t make her unhappy

Don’t disappoint her

Make your mom ever proud with your words and deeds

Make your mom ever elated with your conduct and treatment.

Always be a good child

Always be a good human.
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“Besan ki sondhi roti par...”
Dr. G. Seshu

Lecturer in English

I choose to reflect on the evocative poetry of Nida Fazli, particularly his well-known
poem “Besan ki sondhi roti par...”. What struck me most in this poem is the
extraordinary use of simple, everyday images to express deep emotional truths about

motherhood.

The poem does not rely on grand or abstract ideas. Instead, it brings before us familiar
domestic images—besan ki roti, khatti chutney, chulha, chimta, fukni. These are not
merely objects; they become symbols of warmth, care, and quiet sacrifice. The
comparison of a mother to ““@!’gp[ I or “Ypl _Ca'q—ﬁ{ﬁ” may seem ordinary at first,
but they carry a profound emotional resonance. They remind us that a mother’s

presence is woven into the smallest details of daily life.

I found the imagery especially powerful because it is both visual and sensory. One can

almost smell the food, hear the household sounds, and feel the rhythm of routine life.
The line “fg R 3% IR & SWR I A oLt |P beautifully captures the

balance and struggle of a mother’s life—constantly negotiating roles without losing

her composure.

Another deeply moving aspect is how the poem portrays the fragmentation of a
mother’s identity. She is a wife, daughter, sister, neighbour—“mg_ | ?—I|g RIS CR .
and in fulfilling all these roles, her individuality quietly fades. This idea is poignantly

captured in the image of an old album where she appears as a lively young girl,

suggesting how time and responsibility transform her.

To complement this reflection on love and emotion, I also recalled a few lines from

Gulzar’s famous song “Humne dekhi hai in aankhon ki mehakti khushboo...”. These
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lines beautifully express the intangible nature of love—something that cannot be
touched or defined, yet is deeply felt. When placed alongside Nida Fazli’s poem, they
create a broader understanding of love—not just romantic, but also maternal, silent,

and enduring.

Overall, what stayed with me is how both poets use subtle, sensory imagery to express
emotions that are otherwise difficult to articulate. Their words do not just describe

feelings—they make us experience them.
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Mom - The Melody of My Heart

Mom, you cared in countless ways,

Through silent nights and busy days,

With gentle hands and patient eyes,

You shaped my world, my dreams, my skies.

You carried wisdom, calm and deep,

In every promise you would keep,

Your words, like songs, so soft yet strong,
They guide me still when things go wrong.

You were loving beyond all measure,

My constant source of warmth and treasure,
In every smile, in every part,

You are the melody of my heart.

You filled me with courage, brave and bright,
To face my fears and choose the right,

When shadows came and hope grew dim,
Your faith in me still lives within.

Oh Mom, so wonderful, pure, and true,
There’s no one in this world like you,

Though you no longer walk this earth,

Your love still surrounds me, giving me worth.

Mom, every act of mine reminds me of you,
In all that I say, in all that I do,

Your presence lingers in ways so true,

In every step, I carry you.

Without you, the world feels empty and bare,
An endless silence everywhere,

Smt. T. Pranayaja,
Lecturer In English,
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My heart still aches, it calls your name,
Nothing in life feels quite the same.

At the thought that you are gone, I break inside,
Like restless waves I cannot hide,

How can I bear, how can I start,

To heal this emptiness in my heart?

I miss you more than words can say,

In every breath, every day,

Through every beat, through every part,
You are the melody of my heart.

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine) January, 2025 — June, 2025




31

QY Eree Sﬁ)"’s’ﬁ)‘) 8oe....?

G.V.S. Pranayini Devi

Lecturer in Computer Science

80 oo I8 EQEQRM BrBOD) &od.
DDV Hored éega'), AP do oz oo §oldorre éd)ﬁ.)éo:él%.})o&.
J03°685° 00 Foddy, 2R §& FoTT IS 0d.
eH a0 Swo, WP EDBe DVETEB.

TED §20) 0 D) WAHHE S W08,
DY TPBoT® DI GBDHo DABIDA.

S°6€90.. DotS’?

S0 S Do Hr8*a00s..

s T0ctd Srdone?

PAER) PO 3% Hrdome?

0O Jrdor?

'3.38‘?86 Sedooe?

WS B0 I TP SrDS00ED

DY DEOEETDD. ..

DR ArroeD.

& DTEBTY" , LB oS

ese?:‘i)éléea)si) &0 wond Jo..

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine) January, 2025 — June, 2025




32

S Sy DSGID

J° PDotho BIrPHBVoE g0
DY AIT°RD..

&rdod 38, DS

QY &ree wamb gor?

8 Brd S Do

JPD DY Wrew :Qyo.no:S‘:ma gove..

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine) January, 2025 — June, 2025




33

FRDE IR0

oo wgﬁo‘w

meﬁazg?‘g eso‘zg:oeﬁ)w

#8620 e EDNoBA "B 0"
QBEOHVD0G VDD TIA " VHICE0"
DA TP Goted " tiea0"

880 DO/IT L DY " e85 Bea0”

(58 RV HEPBWE DL " D) Bro"
38opos atugo. "eao”

A BHD HSADHH esprdo " Eeao"

B OEore T86E S0B HAoH " "H06e0"
QBHOLH B0 &S "o "

JLS” PIEBIH WDoGED" 60 "
8 SRS’ TP DAAD DAY VIMTIED €6 " E6e0 "
B OB DS &0l " s°6e0 "

:ooacsaa»as: :bcgsoa)o" " e0"

S
=\
' 4

A
)

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine) January, 2025 — June, 2025




34

&e. oS’ HB
DYETR) OJOLOT

P6AaswerTe! STrETe0 DDV, A8 3&0 LS, DSNST Y
oGRS BENBD DdBADO!

200 &, DO, AW, S’ e8mgd38 Doew 3, Do)y AS® Frawegs DA
B, Srfen BB 0 BHD Dgrdo RBVO[OM Gotaod.

& B, A0 DILH TG AT, A, Dogd, DAY, Sy2OW
@08 an. WodS L, IBS® TPU° DL WD VOPEALES® HIBHD. S0, &
STE00S” 200 Botto DD & B T8, D REBY, &0 BLHVWNM
S&J"dobw’o!
l. 205 €308° GomdD 3ew:
1. o°D D0 (Peepal Tree)
Fowae: DIGDOD B, TP GDHLD 88 I DB SRod
938665 HA3raaren: MmO g B8, G300, W6 T§EOv :Z)éébe?
SDOBTHDEIB0E
D8, Terd: & DD, &8 DG, wPGor BT
2. aagaee.an (Banyan Tree)
FD0[e: 20D Hy¥o, DoPE0DeS” FEedso
ey HAraTren: MO STy $ARD0S, WD, BF DIVVL BAGorr
&DOBIHDEIB0E
DE) ¢ erd: 8 2§, DAWTEAL Sogro DY
3. 0o%'s B3¢0 (Ashoka Tree)
P O0[S: Totir-eE RoPEAIrY” HAFo, DA yo Wolso
&8ty YA 2ToeD: (TP B05 DBVJEN, W6 T§EOLH BAGMT &HATHDEB0R
DE) ¢ oerd: e30 DB T Bo DY, wrBort HETY

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine) January, 2025 — June, 2025




35

Il. 200 DOS” Gomrdyd 3ew

4, 35 3¢0 (Neem Tree)

Ty "DEEH V868", esosnB(Ges’ DI .g»ao

8y HATraTren: SE)aryEoen, ot 8IS, BrIESE 338 Doew Sod
DE) ¢ Terd: D0 REPLDYT, R0 G &6

5. &S0 Béw (B2 e3°¢50)

Fawp e BEGaHRN ehen, Aoaod §'3

8y HalraTren: Hod e8mids, ¢3oHeH e SRwod

D8 ¢ erd: Bg dES, Fo S’

6. PG B3¢0 (Mango Tree)

Fro0age: Dog T, DR BS° Fordso

8y HairaTren: LD A, C, PebS’ $3080H Doth, Sods FmNS Hoen
DE) 6 Terd: DL AHPRYY, wirdott Yerd’

Il 305 @0’ &oTdyd B&w

7. S0 Bé0 (Drumstick Tree)

- é"aﬁ»a)sé: DrH6 HEM HOHedodE gD, PO

8y HaIraTren: LD D, 6D, se5Qano W gorr &od e38°n°5£)§ Soen BJraw
DE) ¢ Terd: ol XY o’

8. 80Ad>H @& (Curry Leaf Tree)

FO05e: Do’ VOIEHE

8t HoaraTren: Ao dHE, e b ijo

28, e d: Qo8 BD6RS, Lods”

9. &0 30 (Amla Tree)

B[ 0B DO, BT P .g»ao

58ty HAraTren: LD D wdLerr &od FHITEHE 3§ Do dood
D)6 Terd: god S Jov FY A2 zgvoeS‘

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine) January, 2025 — June, 2025




36

10. 2rs0 3o (Guava Tree)

Frd05e: DT SoIBODOD Dot

es8rig HAIraTren: BEE0H WOHDEBG0, 6§ JoDogsn
DE) ¢ Terd: Qo8 DO’

11. Qv B3éw (Lemon Tree)

Fonp(s: DOWD D oo, SovreeS® oo

w8y HalraTren: 888, 36) el F6ITEE ¥§ o
D8, Terd: o8 BBERS, ol

12. orR0), Be0 (Pomegranate Tree)

Frowage: e8md8 F00D Dok, Doparaborr DDGo
8y HalraTre: 68 §R60, myEab wbtjo, 6§rdd Joede
D8 ¢ Terd: o8 S’

IV. 200 F0&° gomdyd o) en

13. oo (Holy Basil)

Ty BPoBI HoREPaNeS” HAGPOD Doog),

8 ig HAlraTren: B, B, EHIT L 8 Do

DE), ¢ Terd: Mot Y0 HG, Lol

14. ©&°do° (Aloe Vera)

@a»a)zgé: WG}, e e.98°n°5.‘0é GBI TG g,

8y HATraTren: Moru D88y, BE8aH DG
28,6 Terd: Sod’ For Hods’

15. 8D (Mint)

Fanpgs: Hoes’, Sew, 38 06 SDAFABEHD ),
8y HAraTren: &g DRI, SB ST JIT°6n
28,6 Terd: Sod’ For Hods’

16. £Q6 (Coriander)

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine) January, 2025 — June, 2025




37

Fo0a[e: OB Howrs® APIDOD Y

238‘(55 HAraTen: BEED, é"é’«g‘é Dodoges
26,6 ird: ol oS

17. 23049 &), (Costus Igneus)

FA0 [ LI JaDo@nd HAEG VA Y,

Q

sy HAraTren: 6ged” $8)6 .goooo $hoY, 386 ¥ Do
28, Terd: Sod’ For Hods’

V. 308 @083 FEod 8009 difew

18. 8248 (Passion Flower)

@a»@zgé: 90D ‘Q)&Doo, F0D PV

8ty HolraTre: w3d, DETS s

DE) ¢ Terd: o K6, SodoD

19. s (Betel Leaf)

Frowags: Pravd’, HoPTraires’ YErdT GHAERHDE &K
a8y QaraTren: B¢ DI0RgeD, 3e3 98‘650, B LY dde
g ¢ Terd: By H¢ For Hgop

20. 2o &8¢ (Money Plant)

FrAN (S TR PS°Go 308 ATDE

ety HAraTow: M 308, B0 B DO DoHDEBE0
D8 ¢ Terd: gold Svo Jor Hgep

ég"s"voess B TE0 Dot Bwese?

TIHEETPIS &DABIHEG0

88 TG HAiraTowW

DoDTPadh DBBLe

D008 Do

B P8¢0 der?

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine) January, 2025 — June, 2025




38

- VO JodE
(o]
- 083 Do
® 0
- 3»52, 8o
- DoBL
000 BED Terd Dot0Eoes:
- 3ANGHL STVDH @S2d, A
- S°wf’..15 bl o)
- 935665 6L
- 2028 deE o
20D &, D DA, D QW a’aé')w Sorore0es HS a.»sbcir S0 TP D). &

ISTEr) HE° FADLHOE® D) D IE0, D BDB0 DINWEY® Sw&vo.

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine) January, 2025 — June, 2025




39

Qe @ots Ften PERY S°

20DV EAVDYND Q)eg DHIDLY Jesdew.
DPLe €Y B DD IBAD ¢ e

worrod’ 85 18 DI s

DS 88D e DOTIB.

ORI 6R) 0BDCL QY DR

DS’ T o G & Eree PO Gotod
S‘cgaé FADLDYE ) De) DI 0 A
Faodo Sy TD) BAS” €y 8 GoSS ¥A A
DD BSy & 50, P WPDHD) BPRNG HoBd AW
SR e B DD P )08 Yoo agw
D6 o SET Dot3dyos”

DDOIM ©o SLHY S &) e aew
ODoB0S’ IE) A8 DYT

0% LoD XD ABH BTH w8 Send

03 D AW, 9vd DB Do

oS’ &d) T BP0y,

M. Sharoni
I B.A. (Economics)

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine) January, 2025 — June, 2025




40

3. Sogde
I B.A. (Economics)

Y TS > g &
Ve ddo) g e

DotdEoe ADY J° V) T° e

o sgno& &) D), T wyred” &7 D
T reS” 67 ), I DoS0S &) D
D DEDPT R0 D dLC™ &o& I WG ST
3 50&5 BoHRJD D Jorerew

TIPS ST DE0Y0S D HAPDIW
2000 ST SO God D P

20D DD BD POV

3088 DBITR0 g

) PBIED JITED 2.8 DL B0 erotdTTEd
LD YT IR PS°F0D BY God T
) B 8 DAGo eroTh
DT Jdv vorr oG TP ?oliréam

28 oMmdo &rotd avedd

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine) January, 2025 — June, 2025




41

28 3D OS® Hdo T IEIS

R) ;SO w8 Brd erotTd

XD 20D B HrGos’S DYLOE® DI
BDB0S" S oL &PEen VVINVHD) ¥
Qe E[Seren erot Denrhdd S

ROGEHR0Y o8l VoS Doz g !
€80 swo TP oo S0d ‘Q)Q)'S?m &0LPoN.
€80 :()3535 waa»aaeam &otod

I AN BPHVL LGB Dofidho T &obrron
QI SWPHA FOIHT VM &otod

&0 260 DOR T DM &otod

23R DS o3 I° ‘o&ire’»mw ?.3?'

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine) January, 2025 — June, 2025




42

The Gilded Cage of Identity:
A Psycho-Aesthetic Review of Oscar Wilde’s - The Picture of Dorian Gray

Md. Aamina Khan

II nd B.A. Special English
Oscar Wilde’s, The Picture of Dorian Gray, first appearing in 1890, remains a
singular achievement as the legendary playwright’s only novel. While Wilde
famously asserted in his preface that “all art is quite useless,” his narrative serves as
one of the most functional mirrors in English literature for examining the fractures of
the human soul. This critique posits that Wilde’s innovation transcends mere prose.
He creates a “living palimpsest” where the protagonist’s physical form remains a
static, porcelain-like canvas, while the hidden portrait becomes the true, organic site
of his lived experience. By blending Victorian realism with Gothic fantasy, Wilde

enables a profound psychoanalytical reading that was remarkably ahead of its time.

The narrative follows the stunning Dorian Gray, who serves as the “muse” for the
idealistic painter Basil Hallward. Under the cynical, hedonistic influence of the
aristocrat Lord Henry Wotton, Dorian becomes convinced that youth and sensory
pleasure are life’s ultimate treasures. This leads to his “Fatal Wish”: that the portrait
would bear the burden of age and sin while he remains eternally young - a wish that
mysteriously manifests. Dorian’s subsequent descent into corruption begins with his
cruel rejection of the actress Sibyl Vane and spirals into the murder of Basil and the
social ruin of companions like Adrian Singleton. Years later, consumed by the
accumulated weight of his crimes, Dorian attempts to destroy the canvas, only to find
that he cannot separate his actions from his identity. In a final reversal, his body

becomes old and ruined while the art returns to its original purity.

To fully grasp Dorian’s erosion, one must look at the symbols Wilde uses as “tools of
corruption.” The “Yellow Book” given by Lord Henry acts as a mental poison, a

“manual” for a life of sin that Dorian obsessively collects and mimics. It represents
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the danger of allowing toxic literature to justify a lifestyle without moral boundaries.
Similarly, the knife represents Dorian’s tragic attempt to delete his conscience.
Furthermore, the schoolroom where he hides the painting serves as a metaphor for
suppression. He locks away his “ugly” adult sins in the very space where his

childhood innocence once lived.

This exploration of the “hidden sides of the mind” aligns Dorian Gray with the later
theories of Sigmund Freud. In Freudian terms, the portrait functions as Dorian’s
“Unconscious,” or the “Id,” harboring the primitive dark urges he refuses to
acknowledge publicly. Meanwhile, Dorian’s beautiful face acts as the “Ego,” or the
public mask. This duality creates a space for psychological projection that was rare
for the 19™ century, moving beyond social realism into the realm of Gothic horror to

reflect internal character onto physical objects.

In a modern reflection, the novel highlights the “wish fulfillment gap”, the tragedy of
obtaining one’s desires at the cost of the soul. Dorian Gray emerges as a 19"-century
“Influencer,” curating a perfect image for the London elite while his private reality
rots away. Much like modern social media feeds, Dorian’s life becomes a “Modernity
of the Mask,” where the curated image becomes more significant than the individual.
Ultimately, the significance of the novel lies in its haunting reminder that while
beauty is a gift, it becomes a prison the moment we sever our connection to internal

integrity and morality.
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Days at the Morisaki Bookshop
Finding Solace Between Shelves: When Heartbreak Leads to Healing (Part One)

S. Milky Sharon
I B.A. Special English

Heartbreak does not always come loudly; sometimes, it arrives quietly and changes
everything without warning. In Days at the Morisaki Bookshop, this silent pain
becomes the starting point of a gentle and meaningful journey of healing. Takako, a
young working woman, lives what seems to be a normal and stable life until her
boyfriend, Hideaki, who works in the same office, betrays her trust. This emotional
blow deeply affects her, leaving her unable to face him at work. As a result, she
chooses to leave her job, and slowly, she begins to lose her sense of direction,

becoming withdrawn, confused, and emotionally drained.

At this vulnerable stage of her life, her uncle Satoru steps in and offers her a place to
stay at his small second-hand bookshop located in Jimbocho. The shop is quiet,

almost frozen in time, filled with old and forgotten books that carry countless untold
stories. Initially, Takako feels uncomfortable and out of place because she has never

been interested in reading and is unfamiliar with such a slow and peaceful lifestyle.

However, as days pass, she gradually begins to adapt to her surroundings. She meets
a few kind people, spends time at a nearby café, and slowly settles into a simple daily

routine that brings her a sense of stability and calmness.

Out of sheer boredom and curiosity, Takako eventually begins to pick up books and
read them. What starts as a way to pass time slowly turns into a meaningful habit. As
she reads more, she begins to connect with the characters and their emotions, which

helps her reflect on her own life.

Books become more than just objects; they become companions that provide

comfort, understanding, and emotional relief. Through reading, her pain begins to
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lessen, and she finds a quiet sense of peace within herself. At the same time, her

uncle Satoru supports her gently, giving her space and care without forcing advice.

The story focuses mainly on Takako’s simple and everyday life in the bookshop.
There are no dramatic events, but small, meaningful moments slowly shape her
transformation. She becomes emotionally stronger, calmer, and more self-aware,

showing that healing is a gradual process.

In the end, the novel conveys a powerful message that life does not end with
heartbreak. Instead, it opens doors to new beginnings. Happiness can be found in
simple things—books, peaceful places, and kind people. Sometimes, a quiet

bookshop is all it takes to rediscover oneself.
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While the Greedy Gain Power, the Innocent Face the Consequences: Diving into
“Heart Lamp: Selected Stories” by Banu Mushtaq

Sk. Sumayya Amina

II B.A. Special English
Despite decades of fights against domestic violence and unfair treatment, women and
children are still subjected to harm in today’s world. “Heart Lamp: Selected Stories”
is a book authored by Banu Mushtaq, a very renown Kannada writer, and translated
by Deepa Bhasthi, a popular translator and journalist, is a book that calls for action
and awareness against such behaviour. The book closely focuses on the daily lives of
women and children in the Muslim minority communities in Karnataka of the
Southern India. Banu incorporated the stories based on her personal experiences
while promoting awareness about the unfair treatment and violence, feminism and
social reflection. The book was awarded the International Booker Prize in the year

2025, making it one of Kannada’s greatest literary works

“Heart Lamp: Selected Stories” is a collection of 12 short stories depicting the
everyday lives of women and children, mostly comprising of stories where they are
continuously oppressed by their families and communities. In addition to carrying
such heavy-hearted tales, Banu creates a balance by also including nostalgic and
bittersweet stories. The stories show how lack of accountability by people, especially
the higher authorities of the community, men and families of the victims, which
miserably affects the innocent. Themes of male superiority, religious hypocrisy,
restrictions, accountability, independence, maternal love, absurdity, nostalgia, death

and freedom are highlighted throughout the stories.

In a country like India, where patriarchy is deeply rooted and the women are
expected to be submissive and obedient, mistreatment of women is abnormally
acceptable in their society. Especially, in the Muslim minority communities in
Southern India, women face a lot unfair restrictions and are forced to fit within the

standards of their community. “Fire Rain”, “Black Cobras”, “Heart Lamp”, “High-
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heeled shoes”, “The Arabic Teacher and Gobi Manchuri” and “Be a Woman Once,
Oh Lord” are the short stories that depict the themes of supremacy, dominance, blind

obedience, religious hypocrisy and identity crisis.

In “Fire Rain” and “Black Cobras”, the religious leaders, the Mutawallis, take
advantage of their power and misuse their authority to distract the people from the
actual issues by twisting the rules of their religion. The rules are manipulated in such
a way that they are selectively beneficial and convenient to men and highly
disadvantageous to women as they are expected and forced to be responsible and face
the consequences instead of men. In these stories, Mutawallis neglect and ignore the
pleas of the destitute while they enjoy the pleasures and the blind trust of their
community’s people. The men who abandoned their women and children accompany
these Mutawallis, indulging in pleasures with them with no sense of accountability of

their actions.

Similarly, the short stories “High-Heeled Shoes” and “The Arabic Teacher and Gobi
Manchuri”, the male characters of the stories cultivate absurd obsessions with things
like Gobi Manchuri and shoes with high-heels and satisfy these obsessions through
the female characters, their wives. In the process of adapting to their husbands’
impositions, they go through a lot of stress, suffocation along with mental and
physical abuse. Additionally, “Be a Woman Once, Oh Lord”, the protagonist is
shown suffocated and heart-broken due to her husband’s decision to abandon her. She
expresses how there are no restrictions on man and how he is always in high regards
of the society. “Heart Lamp” follows the similar tale where even the protagonist’s
family doesn’t support her. Stories like these show how important it is for the
community to hold the person accountable and condemn their actions to prevent the
innocent from injustice. If the community stays silent and ignores such behaviour, it
becomes socially agreeable and the perpetrators gain more power and continue to

attack the weak.
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Grand declarations of love, impulsive decisions and promises seem great until they
turn out to be empty and their consequences become real. Such scenarios could be
found 1in the short stories “Stone Slabs for Shaista Mahal”, “A Decision of the Heart”
and “The Shroud”. “Stone Slabs for Shaista Mahal” shows great and grand promises
of love can fade away with time and people, “A Decision of the heart” displays the
unforeseen consequences of impulsive decisions along with a mother’s pure love for
her child and the tale of “The Shroud” highlights the significance of a promise and
the mental burden that one has to carry when they do not fulfill the said promise.

Contrasting such heavy themes, Banu included a few light-hearted stories like “Red
Lungi”, “Soft Whispers” and “A Taste of Heaven” spreading a sense of relief and
bittersweet feeling among the readers. “Red Lungi” explore themes of maternal love,
physical frailty, and kindness and “Soft Whispers” displays themes of nostalgia,
memories, childhood and familial relationships. “A Taste of Heaven” shows the
innocence and gullibility of the elderly and the mischievous and prankster nature.

These stories make the readers smile and fill their hearts with bittersweet emotions.

Apart from promoting awareness of the importance of feminism and women
education, the book includes various aspects observed from diverse perspectives.
Observing with the cultural and social aspects, the story reflects the culture of the
minority community which is influenced by both the country’s culture, society and
their religion. An individual living in such a community would not only have the
pressure to follow their religious rules and restrictions but is also expected to fit in
within the societal and cultural standards. This gives way to another perspective,
which is the psychological perspective. The book lets the readers into the characters’
minds describing their inner thoughts and personalities. These thoughts show how
the characters of victims struggle extremely to keep up with the expectations of their
families and community. This results in the characters going through mental
disruption, extreme distress, identity crisis as they try to navigate themselves as an

individual affiliated to such practice of religion, their family, culture and society. One

GCW (A), Guntur Literary Forum LaLit (Literary Magazine) January, 2025 — June, 2025




63

can argue that the book accurately shows the importance of maintaining mental

health and also the effects of its disruption.

Translated literary works represent what the writer wishes to convey to the readers
thanks to the work of the translator. The translator of the book “Heart Lamp”, Deepa
Bhasthi, has done a commendable work of translating the work from Kannada to
English while simultaneously not alienating words from Kannada, Urdu and Arabic.
The section “Against Italics” includes about introductions of the author and the
translator by Deepa Bhasthi and how she tried her best to translate the work,
considering all possible contexts while maintaining the sociolinguistic features of the
work to give the readers the sense of originality as identical as the original work. She
also describes she was quite deliberate in not italicizing the words like “chikkamma”
and “athe” as she did not want the readers to be distracted from the flow of reading
and also to not alienate the words by using italics. Such technique might help readers

learn a word or two from Kannada and help the language reach more audience.

Overall, the book focuses on challenges faced by women and children by portraying
their lives accurately through fictional stories of such victims, calling the readers and
the public to raise their voices for the innocent and help them if such a situation ever
arises. These issues could range from emotional and verbal abuse, cheating,
abandoning to domestic violence which leave the victims in a vulnerable state.
Besides this, it also very important for women and children to be properly educated
and gain confidence through it so they can stand up for themselves independently
instead of being completely dependent on someone else. Ultimately, “Heart Lamp”
promotes awareness on the difficulties faced by women and children, education,
feminism, independence and rights for women. The responsibility falls upon us as the
people to change and reform our perspective and make the world a better place so we

can prevent further victims.
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