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Translation of Devi Priya’s Chiikati Chukka from his collection of poems

“Gali Rangu”

Dr. K. Padmaja,
Prof. of. English.

Drop of Darkness

Radiance that eyes cannot endure

festoons of lights that seem to have sprung out from bows of lightening
a darkness with no trace in the sky of the new moon

Behold! Man’s attitude

with one festival

he is cultivating thick brightness in all the directions of the dark night

an arrogant’s way of mocking nature...

When clouds come swarmed

and the gushing rain drops become heavy streams of downpour
the gleaming earthen lamps blow out

and smoke rises in swirls

the festivity of sound gets frozen

and the hands of the light archer get shackled silently

like an astronaut who lost his way

the darkness loosened out of the plaits of withered lightenings
Spreads in all the ten directions

the whole of darkness transforms into a

an endless drop of blackness,

oh! Man, where is the radiance of that resplendent splendour you have

created...!

March, 2024
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SAVITRI
(An Epic Poem by Sri Aurobindo)

Dr. N. Santhi Sri Devi

Lecturer in English

Early Life and Education

Born as Aurobindo Ghose on the 15® of August, 1872 in Kolkata, Swamy
Aurobindo chose to become a Nationalist, Yogi, poet, and Guru. Young
Aurobindo was brought up speaking English since his father Krishna Dhun Ghose
was an Assistant Surgeon and a member of the Brahma Samaj. His mother
Swarna Latha Devi was also an educated woman. His Primary Education was

completed at the Loreto House boarding school in Darjeeling.

His father wanted his sons to enter the Indian Civil Services (ICS) and they
needed to study in England. The boys were taught Latin by Mr. Drewett and his
wife in Manchester. In 1884 he joined St.Paul’s School in London. He studied
French, Greek, German and English Poetry. Aurobindo secured a scholarship at
King’s College, London since it is required to study at an English University
(under probation). He passed the written test to become an ICS official, being
ranked 11" out of 250 competitors. But failed in the horse-riding practical exam

purposefully since he has no interest in the ICS.

He left for India in February 1893 to work for the Maharaja of Baroda, Sayajirao
Gaekdwad III. He started working as a part-time French teacher at Baroda
College leading him to a self-study of Sanskrit and Bengali. He started taking an

active interest in the politics of the Indian Independence movement.

Active Political Life
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Aurobindo was influenced by studies on rebellion against England in medieval
France and the revolts in America. He established contacts with Lokmanya Tilak
and Sister Nivedita and established resistance groups across the Presidency. He
formally moved to Calcutta in 1906 after the announcement of the Partition of

Bengal. He married Mrinalini Devi in 1901 (died after 17 years)
The Nationalist

His ideology inspired radicals such as Jatin Mukherjee and Surendranath Tagore
in Bengal. Aurobindo established several youth clubs, including the Anushilan
Samithi in 1902. Aurobindo attended the 1906 Congress meeting and was a part
of the fourfold objectives of “ Swaraj, Swadesh, Boycott, and National
Education”. He was arrested in May 1908 in connection with the Alipore Bomb

Case and was released after one year.
From Politics to Spirituality

Aurobindo had some spiritual experiences and realizations during the period in
jail. His aim went far beyond the service and liberation of the country. In his
autobiographical notes, Aurobindo said he felt a vast sense of calm when he came
back to India. He knew nothing of Yoga at that time. He learned some rules from
his friend Ganganath. He was later influenced by a Maharashtrian Yogi, Vishnu

Bhaskar Lele who instructed him to depend on an “inner guide”.
In Pondicherry (1910-1950)

In 1910 Aurobindo withdrew himself from all political activities and dedicated
himself to his spiritual and philosophical pursuits. He devoted himself to four
years of secluded Yoga. Aurobindo Ashram was established in 1926 and he began
to sign as SRI AUROBINDO from 1926.

Aurobindo, The Writer
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After his release from jail, he started two publications, Karmayogin and Dharm
in English.The British Government tried to prosecute him for his signed article,
‘To My Country Men. He was confined to Spiritual Writings during the later part
of his life.

Savitri- Aurobindo’s greatest Literary Achievement

It is a wonderful poem on a marvelous theme, based on the legend of Savitri told
by Vyasa in the Vana Parva of the Mahabharatha. Savitri was foretold by Rishsi
Narada that her soulmate Satyavan was to die one year after their marriage. She

challenges Yam (Death) to win over the life of her husband.

The epic considered an epic of the ‘Evolving Soul’ was written in Blank Verse
and contains 24000 lines divided into 49 cantoes and twelve books. It is read by

millions of people across the world today.

Savitri 1s not an accomplished princess. Si Aurobindo sees Savitri as an avatar
who has chosen to put on human form to help mankind step forward without
being dragged down to nothingness by death. Sri Aurobindo opens the canto with

a thought-provoking statement:
“ A World’s desire compelled her mortal birth”

Aswapathy, her father is what man aspires to be after all the countless ages of
evolution. He progresses in Yoga to realize the divine who resides in the body as
a “static Oneness and dynamic power”. Aswapathy ceases to think in terms of

himself and his dynasty and begins to seek a power to uplift the human race.

Book One: The Book of the Beginnings
Canto One- The Symbol Dawn

It opens with a description of the night, night that nurses in its womb the glorious

dawn to come. The dawn begins to emerge as a very slight stir, “ a nameless
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g movement, an unthought idea’. The earth had no idea of the great victory that was g
g promised on this day for mankind. %
Q .. : : .. 2
& The Symbol Dawn has great significance in the epic. The Divine’s power &
Q Q
g (Goddess Usha) touches the earth and nature itself seems to worship the Divine. g
g Aurobindo describes the weariness of man in contrast to the divine: g
(g “man lifted up the burden of his fate” (g
© . o
© Savitri’s struggle was greater because she had the foreknowledge about the exact Q
Q Q
g time of Satyavan’s death g
© Q
g “amid the trivial sounds, the unchanging scene g
Q Q
g Her soul arose confronting Time and Fate g
© Q
Q o &
e Immobile in herself, she gathered force S
Q Q
© ’s Q
& unhelped she must foresee and dread and dare &
© &
& . L @
? According to Aurobindo it was not the day of death for Satyavan but was the ?
Q S
g day of victory for Savitri. Her heart was indeed touched by fear but she g
@ . 13 . . ?9 @
IS transforms her sorrow into a “mystic poignant sword”. S
Q S
© Canto II: The Issue ©
Q Q
© Q
g Savitri is calm for she has strengthened herself by yoga to face death in the g
S forest. Till now she had received all that is glorious and good from the supreme; S
Q Q
g now she would receive with equanimity the trail imposed upon her by him. g
© Q
g “twelve passionate months’ had sped fast g
Q Q
g She would challenge fear (“Love came to her hiding the shadow Death”) g
Q Q
g On the bare peak where Self is alone with Nought g
Q Q
© . ©
S And life has no sense and love no place to stand S
© Q
& o S
Q She must plead her case upon extinction’s verge, Q
Q S
© Q
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g In the world’s death —cave uphold life’s helpless claim g
2 And vindicate her right to be and love” 3
Q Q
& ; &
S Canto III: The Yoga of the Soul’s Release IS
Q Q
b &
Q Q
g The spirit had entered Matter, there had been a descent (involution) and now the g
g ascent evolution) had begun g
g 5
Q : . o
S “The world was conception and a birth S
Q Q
Q . : .. S
Q Of Spirit in Matter into living forms ©
S Q
o : : &
g And nature bore the immortal in her womb g
S Q
g That she might climb through him to eternal life” g
Q Q
g Finally, evening falls and Savitri touches Satyavan to know that the struggle is g
& over and victory has been achieved. They would be poised in fulfilling the &
S &
g interest of the Divine. Together they would ” lead man’s soul towards truth and g
@ 29 @
Q Q

& &
@ Q
Q &
Q Q
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I am a student

Dr. GANTA SRINIVASULU
MA (Eng)., MA (Hist).,B.Ed., MPhil., Ph.D.

Lecturer in English

I am a student, ever loyal to my mentors

Aim to soar greater heights of life

Mind my business of learning always

Attitude and aptitude, I know, decide my altitude

Study be my main motto, Sports be my favourite too
Transforming myself a perfect human is my endeavour
Universal citizen I wish to be, universe be my family

Dedication and devotion are my tools of learning

Education and enlightenment in fullest form be my goal at length
Nobility and novelty in thought and action be my character

Time proves me what [ am, how I will be a torchbearer to

mankind.

Yes. I am a student of high spirits and aspirations

Bless me. Let me grow up

March, 2024
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Gender gap in India

-Pranayani Devi

Lecturer in Computer Science

Gender inequality is one of the challenge facing by developing countries

especially high population countries like India.

The Gender Gap Report 2021 is released by World economic forum (WEF)
and India ranked 140™ rank among 156 countries and 3™ least performer among
south Asian countries. Over the Index, the highest possible score is 1 (equality)

and the lowest possible score is 0 (inequality). The gender gap in India is 0.625.
The Gender gap is calculated on the basis of Four Bench marks.

1. Economic participation & opportunity ( 0.326)
2. Educational attainment

3. Health and Survival
4

. Political Empowerment.

India scored 0.326 in Economic participation & opportunity, 0.962 in Educational

attainment, 0.937 in Health and survival, 0.276 in Political empowerment.

The gap is more in Political Empowerment, Economic participation. It indicates

the higher level of gender inequality in Political and Economic fields.

Causes of the Gender Inequality: The main factors responsible for the gender

gap in India are

» Political participation — At the global level there is 50% where as in
India there is only 12 % of female participation . The Women reservation
bill which is pending in parliament may get a little difference once it

becomes an act.
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Education Opportunities for Women--Education is the most significant
means for empowering women and girls in particular. In spite of many
educational reforms in the country, girls in India are still denied a chance
to educate.

The skewed sex ratio affects the gender gap indirectly. Gender gaps in sex
ratio at birth reflecting strong son preference and gender-biased prenatal
sex selective practices. Even to this day most of the families consider son
as asset and girl child as liability.

Unpaid work of women -- Out of 168 hours in a week, males on average
spent 42 hours of paid work but only about 19 hours by female. Women
spent 34.6 hours which included unpaid work at home and outside. It
effects the Economic participation of Women.

Social Customs, Beliefs and Practices -- As per the Gender development
index report, the cultural and social factors prevent women from engaging
in economically productive activities. Despite many social reforms and
technical advancement, women in our society still continue to be victims
of exploitation, superstition, and other social atrocities.

Lack of awareness--The sad truth is most of the women are not aware of
their capabilities and basic rights as human and incognizant of how the

socio-economic and political forces affect them.

Measures can be taken to reduce the Gender gap:

The principal of gender equality is enshrined in the constitution itself (in

part 4 Directive Principles). The government needs to take measures to bridge the

gap and to achieve gender equality.

» Government and corporates must join hands to empower women and to

establish suitable and secured work environment. There 1s a need to start
initiatives like return to career schemes, flexi-work, Special leaves, Wage

parity, Hybrid work models etc.
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» Zero pay gaps should be maintained. In Indian constitution, the Article 39
(d) mentions that Equal pay for equal work for both men and Women.

» India has world's largest youth population. The window of demographic
dividend opportunity in India is available for five decades from 2005-06 to
2055-56, longer than any other country in the world. India has highest
youth population and labor force whereas labor force shortage in global
level. Labor force participation rate(LFPR) of women is as low as 26.4 %
in rural areas and 20.4 % in urban areas. The Optimum Utilization of the
labor force will increase India’s growth rate as well as the per capita
income. The states which are already into the demographic window should

be actively pursuing some policies for employment generation.

Education role to bridge the Gender gap

Education and economic development are closely inter linked. In this era,
the education is not only for knowledge and research and also for individual

economic development as well as Nation’s too.

At all India level, the youth literacy rate is 69.3% and that among males is
78.8% and females is 59.3%.

Women education in India is blistering subject of both the government and
civil society as educated women can play a very important role in the

development of the country.

There was famous saying of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru that “If you educate a man
you educate an individual, however, if you educate a woman you educate a
whole family. Women empowered means mother India empowered”.
Education not only helps in the development of half of the human resources 1i.e.

women, but in improving the quality of life at home and outside.

Government of India has taken no.of initiatives to improve girl child

Education. In School Education level, the initiatives like Kasturba Gandhi
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Balika Vidyalaya , Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao, UDAAN - Giving wings to Girl
Students, Saakshar Bharat helps in expansion education among girls. The
government developed various opportunities for women higher education.
Higher education of women through Open and Distance Learning (ODL)
Mode, Post Graduate Indira Gandhi Scholarship for Single Girl Child for
Pursuing, Post-Doctoral Fellowships for Women, development of Women

colleges and Women Universities are some Initiatives from government side.

Despite various schemes, there is a major obstacle in the context of women
education 1.e drop outs from school/ Colleges. Some of the commonly

mentioned reasons for drop-out are

non-availability of educational institutions nearby,
= Jack of proper sanitization and hygiene,

= Jack of regular and safe travel

* Not interested in studies

* Non affordable fee

= Marriage at an early age

The school /college dropout rate can be decreased by providing efficient and
sufficient infrastructure to all students and to set up alternative and innovative
education centres. The Society and Government has combined responsibility to

deal with the challenge.
Conclusion

India will not fully develop unless both girls and boys are equally
supported to reach their full potential. The biggest challenge of India is population
growth, if the population turned into Human resource, the challenge turns into
asset. By eliminating gender inequality and providing opportunities for women

population will helps in boosting the Indian economy and Social development.
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PLAY

Let us begin the play we named as life
Freedom is the theme of the play

Let us not get excited.

Freedom is a code word for restrictions
Let us remember...

Reality has been layered

It is not easy to get the original sense
We yearn to be our own ancient selves
That we have confined to the bath room
Let us dress ourselves with civilization
You and I have to repeat

The same questions, smiles and cries

As our forerunners ....

Our utterances can be about a few things..
God, science, universe, love, war, politics...

Service, money, business and a few more..

Mr. K. Chandrasekhar Rao,

Lecturer in English.

Let us not worry if we don't get our own meaning...

Imperfections define each player in the play
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